
Summary of vehicle counts around the Thames Basin Heaths SPA in 2016 

Summary Report to the JSPB 20th July 2017 

 

A report on the results of driving transects; counting cars parked around the Thames 

Basing Heath’s SPA during winter 2016, was commissioned by the SAMM project and 

completed by Footprint Ecology in April 2017. The results are summarised and discussed 

below. 

The vehicle counts provide a snapshot of visitor use across the SPA, at least for those 
visitors arriving by car. The transects broadly follow the approach taken in previous years 
and the 2016 data is part of ongoing monitoring, which, going forward will be undertaken  
by the SAMM project. These data will inform changes in overall use over time, picking up 
locations which have seen a change in access and overall trends in visitor use. 

Methods: 

On 11 different dates, six transects, starting in different locations, were driven 

simultaneously over a 2 hour period, taking all car parking locations within the transect. A 

map of the transect locations is shown below. The transects counted all vehicles parked 

on the SPA during the 2 hour period. During the year, start time and day varied, to collect 

data across morning/afternoon/evening and also during the week and weekends. Type of 

vehicle and weather conditions during transect periods were also recorded. 

 



 

Results 

 

SSSI
Total 

Vehicles

Commercial 

Vehicles

Vehicles 

with bike 

racks

Commercial 

dog walking 

vehicles

MPV/ 

minibusses

Camper 

vans

Ash to Brookwood Heaths 586 (11) 40 (19) 3 (3) 3 (8) 9 (16) 5 (29)

Bourley & Long Valley 377 (7) 18 (9) 1 (1) 1 (3) 1 (2) 3 (18)

Bramshill 126 (2) 4 (2) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0)

Broadmoor to Bagshot Woods & Heaths 1,077 (21) 10 (5) 93 (86) 4 (11) 26 (45) 4 (24)

Castle Bottom to Yateley & Hawley Com. 479 (9) 26 (13) 1 (1) 0 (0) 11 (19) 1 (6)

Chobham Common 376 (7) 15 (7) 1 (1) 7 (19) 1 (2) 0 (0)

Colony Bog & Bagshot Heath 1028 (20) 12 (6) 4 (4) 9 (25) 4 (7) 1 (6)

Hazeley Heath 19 (0) 2 (1) 0 (0) 1 (3) 0 (0) 0 (0)

Horsell Common 334 (6) 6 (3) 4 (4) 8 (22) 0 (0) 0 (0)

Ockham & Wisley Commons 366 (7) 57 (28) 1 (1) 1 (3) 1 (2) 2 (12)

Sandhurst to Owlsmoor Bogs & Heaths 96 (2) 1 (0) 0 (0) 1 (3) 1 (2) 0 (0)

Whitmoor Common 347 (7) 15 (7) 0 (0) 1 (3) 4 (7) 1 (6)

Total 5211 (100) 206 (100) 108 (100) 36 (100) 58 (100) 17 (100)  

  
Overview of number (%) of vehicles by SSSI. Total vehicles column is the total for 
all vehicle types. Columns to the right are a subset. Percentages in all cases are 
based on column totals. 
 



 
 
 

 
Numbers of parked vehicles by date. Annotations below the data indicate the day, 
the start time and an R denotes at least some rainfall during the transect. The 
horizontal, dashed line shows the mean for the eleven dates. The dashed horizontal 
line shows the mean (474 vehicles). 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

A total of 5,211 vehicles were counted across all transects and all dates.  An average of 

474 vehicles were recorded per transect. 

 

The highest numbers of vehicles (21% of vehicles) were counted on Broadmoor to 

Bagshot Woods and Heaths SSSI (which includes the Lookout, the largest car-park in the 

area), which also had by far the most vehicles with bike racks (86% of all such vehicles 

counted), highlighting this as a main focus for cycling and a notably high proportion of 

MPV/minibuses (45%). 

 

Colony Bog & Bagshot Heath SSSI, which encompasses Lightwater country park, also had 

a large number of vehicles (20% of total) and the highest proportion of commercial dog 

walking vehicles (25% of all such vehicles counted). Horsell Common was also notable for 

this vehicle type (22%). This is in comparison to the total number of vehicles on this site of 

334, only 6% of the total across the SPA. Commercial dog walking vehicles were 



predominantly recorded from the north-eastern part of the SPA and seem to avoid The 

Lookout. 

 
Comparison with previous years 
 

Year
Total 

Vehicles

Commercial 

Vehicles

Vehicles 

with bike 

racks

Commercial 

dog walking 

vehicles

MPV/ 

minibusses

Camper 

vans

2013 3,164 (100) 84 (3) 98 (3) 8 (0) 49 (2) 4 (0)

2014 3,178 (100) 129 (4) 112 (4) 10 (0) 146 (5) 13 (0)

2015 5211 (100) 206 (4) 108 (2) 36 (1) 58 (1) 17 (0)  
 
 
Due to the different timing and different survey effort, comparison between 2016 and 
previous years is difficult. Totals of all parked vehicles and the difference categories of 
vehicle are summarised in the above table. The methods used were similar in 2012 and 
2013, but direct comparison with these data and the data in 2016 cannot be made. The 
2016 total of 5,211 vehicles does not necessarily reflect an increase in access compared 
to 3,178 in 2014, as nearly double the effort was undertaken in 2016 and spread across 
the year. Surveys in 2016 have considered a range of dates across the year, whereas 
2013 and 2014 surveys were targeted to the busier summer period.  
 
 
There was a highly significant correlation between the overall totals at each car-park from 
2014 and 2016 (Pearson correlation coefficient=0.928, p<0.001), indicating that relative 
values are similar, i.e. car parks that were busy in previous years were busy this year etc.  
 
Compared to previous years, there have been relative decreases in use around 
Bourley/Long Valley, towards the east end of Yateley and at Caesar’s Camp. There 
appears to have been a relative increase at Lightwater, Ockham & Wisley Common and 
towards the southern end of Ash to Brookwood Heaths SSSI. 
 
Given that only one count was undertaken at the weekend and given the variation in times 
counted, sample sizes are too low to undertake any analysis to compare times of day or 
between days of the week.  
 
Footprint Ecology have made recommendations in the 2016 report to change the temporal 
spread and number of transects across the year to improve the data. This 
recommendation has been implemented in the 2017 survey methodology. 
 
Footprint have also recommended that car park changes should also be recorded and 
reflected in the transect data. Data updates are planned on an annual basis during 
December/January to include any new or redundant car parking across the SPA so that 
this can be fed into future data collection and analysis. 
 
 
 

 


